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Senate Joint Resolution 110

QUESTIONS

1 If Senate Joint Resolution 110, asfiled, isread two times (and voted on each time as
required by Senate rule), and then an amendment is put on the Resolution, would the Resolution, as
amended, then haveto beread (and voted on) two moretimes, the second time then being thefina time?

2. Would the answer beany different if the proposed amendment isalso read at thetime of
the first two readings?

3. If the proposed amendment is tabled during the first two readings or is not adopted, but
is then adopted on the third reading, would the amendment still have to be read two more times?

4, | ask the same questions as above but with respect to the particular amendment attached
hereto, proposed by the Senate Judiciary Committee.

OPINIONS

1 No.

2. No.

3. No.

4. The amendment does not have to be read two more times.
ANALYSIS

1. The first paragraph of Article X1, Section 3 of the Tennessee Constitution states:



Page 2

Any amendment or amendments to this Constitution may be proposed in
the Senate or House of Representatives, and if the same shall be agreed
to by amajority of al the members elected to each of the two houses,
such proposed amendment or amendments shall be entered on their
journals with the yeas and nays thereon, and referred to the generd
assembly then next to be chosen; and shall be published six months
previousto thetime of making such choice; andif in the generd assembly
then next chosen asaforesaid, such proposed amendment or amendments
shall be agreed to by two-thirds of dl the memberseected to each house,
thenit shall bethe duty of the general assembly to submit such proposed
amendment or amendments to the people at the next genera eectionin
which aGovernor isto be chosen. And if the people shall approve and
ratify such amendment or amendments by amgjority of dl the citizens of
the State voting for Governor, voting in their favor, such amendment or
amendments shall become a part of this Constitution. When any
amendment or amendments to the Constitution shall be proposed in
pursuance of the foregoing provisions the same shall at each of said
sessions be read three times on three several daysin each house.

Thisisthefirst legidatureto consder Senate Joint Resolution 110. This Office has previoudy opined that
during thefirgt legidaure scondg deration of aresolution proposing aconditutiond amendment, amendments
to theresolution are permissible. Op. Tenn. Atty. Gen. 01-019 (February 7, 2001); Op. Tenn. Atty. Gen.
96-113(September 5, 1996); Op. Tenn. Atty. Gen. U96-037 (April 22, 1996). The three readings
process need not begin again aslong as the amendment to the resol ution does not change the purpose or
subject of the proposed constitutional amendment. Op. Tenn. Atty. Gen. 96-113(September 5, 1996);
Op. Tenn. Atty. Gen. U96-037 (April 22, 1996).

2.and3. Thescenariosof questionstwo and three do not ater the analysis discussed under question
one.

4, A comparison of SIR 110 asoriginally introduced and as amended by the Senate Judiciary
Committee reved sthat the purpose and subject of the resolution would not be changed by adoption of the
Committee amendment on third reading. Therefore, the three readings process need not begin again.
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